Karst Hydrogeology and Human Activities-Impacts, Consequences and Implications edited by David Drew & Heinz Hôtzl
Published 1999 by A. A. Balkema, PO Box 1675, 3000 BR Rotterdam, The Netherlands; 322 pp; price NLG67.50; ISBN 9054104635 This is the twentieth book in a series ICH (International Contributions to Hydrogeology). The book surveys human impact on karst water on a global scale and contains three parts: 1, Karst Waters and Human Activities: an Overview; 2. The Nature of Human Impacts on Karst Water; and 3. Implications and Conclusions. The editors have grouped the contributions of 59 authors into nine chapters: 1. Introduction; 2. The historical perspective; 3. Introduction and overview of human impacts; 4. Agriculturally induced impacts; 5. Industrial and urban produced impacts; 6. Extractive industries impact; 7. Karst water exploitation; 8. Karst water exploitation; and 9. Conservation of karst terrains and karst waters: the future.
The book is result of a decision by the Karst Commission of the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) in 1993 to contribute to an increasing awareness of the vulnerability of karst systems and karst groundwater resources.
In Part 1 (Chapters 1-3) an overview is given of the functioning of karsts and of human interactions with karst environments over the past several millennia. The second part (Chapters 4-7) consists of a systematic examination of major groups of human activity (agriculture, industry, mining and water exploitation) on karst waters. In Part 3 (Chapters 8 and 9) the impacts on karst groundwater within a broader societal and legislative perspective are discussed and possible changes and responses in the future are considered. Wide ranges of practical applications are covered. The text is richly illustrated with clear sketches and photographs, and both the presentation and interpretation of field data are adequately demonstrated on the basis of practical examples derived from case studies.
This volume offers a comprehensive hydrogeological presentation of the relevant problems and possible solutions. Man's work in karst has not always been beneficial. On the contrary, it causes serious damage. It provides a useful conceptual framework within which human activities may be evaluated in holistic terms of their impacts on karst systems.
The book has equal value to a broad audience: specialists in many disciplines, scientists and technicians, politicians, managers, administrators, planners and the whole interested public. It should serve as a basis for their closer understanding and co-operation.
An access to the international and regional literature is made possible as 575 bibliographical units are quoted.
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